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SERMON. 


THE  DIVINE  ORIGIN  OF  CIVIL  GOVERNMENT  AND 
THE  SINFULNESS  OF  REBELLION  AGAINST  IT. 


Romans,  xiii.  1-4. — “  Let  every  soul  be  subject  unto  tbe  higher  powers.  For 
there  is  no  power  but  of  God:  the  powers  that  be  are  ordained  of  God.  "Whoso¬ 
ever  therefore  resisteth  the  power,  resisteth  the  ordinance  of  God,  and  they 
that  resist,  shall  receive  to  themselves  damnation.  For  rulers  are  not  a  terror 
to  good  works,  but  to  the  evil.  Wilt  thou  then  be  afraid  of  the  power?  do 
that  which  is  good,  and  thou  shalt  have  praise  of  the  same. — For  he  is  the 
minister  of  God  to  thee  for  good.  But  if  thou  do  that  which  is  evil,  be  afraid ; 
for  he  beareth  not  the  sword  in  vain  :  for  he  is  the  minister  of  God,  a  revenger, 
to  execute  -wrath  upon  him  that  doetli  evil.” 

Among  the  many  evidences  of  the  inspiration  of  the  Bible, 
there  is  no  one  more  significant  than  the  fact,  that  considered  as 
a  code  of  law  it  is  of  universal  application.  While  all  systems  of 
human  jurisprudence  apply  only  to  certain  localities,  the  Bible 
system  is  adapted  alike  to  every  clime  and  nation.  The  laws  of 
men  define  the  duties  of  certain  classes  of  citizens,  but  the  Divine 
law  details  the  obligations  belonging  to  every  relation  in  life.  The 
parent  and  child — the  husband  and  wife — the  buyer  and  seller — 
the  ruler  and  the  subject,  all  have  their  duties  defined  and  their 
obligations  set  forth. 

As  a  minister  is  the  teacher  of  the  people,  on  all  matters  of 
religious  duty,  his  position  requires  that  he  should  explain  and 
enforce  the  duties  which  God  has  imposed  upon  men.  This  is 
especially  the  case,  when  peculiar  circumstances  direct  public  at¬ 
tention  with  more  than  ordinary  interest  to  any  particular  depart¬ 
ment  of  religious  obligation. 

On  next  Thursday,  we  shall  be  called  upon  to  celebrate  our 
National  Sabbath, — the  anniversary  of  the  nation’s  indepen¬ 
dence.  For  eighty-four  years  we  have  observed  its  return  amidst 
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increasing  prosperity,  and  with  renewed  causes  of  gratitude  to 
God.  That  sacred  day  will,  this  year,  make  its  advent  among  us, 
surrounded  by  the  horrors  of  civil  war ,  and  an  extra  session  of 
Congress  will  meet  to  adopt  measures  for  the  protection  of  the 
Government.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  call  your  attention 
to  the  duties  which  belong  to  the  hour,  and  have  selected  a  por¬ 
tion  of  Scripture  which  treats  of  the  origin  and  objects  of  Civil 
Government,  while  it  defines  the  duties  of  its  subjects.  I  propose 
therefore  to  discuss  two  general  propositions,  viz : 

I.  The  doctrines  of  the  text  in  regard  to  civil  govern¬ 
ment — AND, 

II.  The  application  of  its  principles  to  our  present  condi¬ 
tion  AS  A  NATION. 

The  doctrines  taught  are,  1.  Civil  Government  is  a  Divine 
Institution.  It  is  evident  that  civil  government  did  not  origi¬ 
nate  with  man,  because  Adam  was  created  the  subject  of  the  im¬ 
mediate  government  of  God.  All  other  men  have  been  born  under 
a  government  already  in  existence. 

The  text  teaches  that  government  originated  with  God — hence 
it  says,  “  There  is  no  power  but  of  God, — the  powers  that  be  are 
ordained  of  God.”  This  is  also  the  record  of  history.  The  first 
form  of  government  known  among  men  was  the  Patriarchal,  in 
which  the  parent,  as  head  of  the  family,  was  the  ruler,  by  the 
appointment  of  God.  Among  the  Jews,  who  were  his  special 
people,  God  established,  at  different  times,  several  forms  of  go¬ 
vernment. — He  gave  them  Eulers,  Judges,  and  Kings. 

We  have  here  two  general  facts  established — God  established 
civil  government  among  his  own  people,  thereby  declaring  His 
will  on  the  subject  and  setting  an  example  for  all  nations  to  follow. 
Through  all  past  time  this  example  has  been  followed,  and  all  civil¬ 
ized  nations  profess  to  pattern  after  the  divine  form  and  laws. 

As  God  established  different  forms  of  government  among  his 
own  people,  it  is  clear  that  no  particular  form  is  binding  on  men, 
but  each  nation  is  left  free  to  choose  that  form  which  is  best  suited 
to  its  necessities.  Hence  Peter  says,  “  Submit  yourselves  to  every 
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ordinance  of  man  for  the  Lord’s  sake ,  whether  it  be  the  king  as 
supreme,  or  unto  government  as  unto  those  that  are  sent  by  him 
for  the  punishment  of  evil  doers,  and  for  the  praise  of  them  that 
do  well.”  We  have  the  additional  fact,  that  God  in  his  Word, 
has  given  laws  for  the  government  of  all  kinds  of  rulers,  thereby 
recognising  all  the  different  forms  of  good  government,  as  of  di¬ 
vine  origin. 

2.  Civil  Government  has  a  divine  purpose.  It  is  designed 

for  the  protection  of  good  men .  “  Rulers  are  not  a  terror  to  good 

works, — do  that  which  is  good,  and  thou  shall  have  praise  of  the 
same, — he  is  the  minister  of  God  to  thee  for  good.”  From  this 
language  it  is  evident  that  God  did  not  intend  civil  government 
simply  for  the  protection  of  the  rights  of  property  and  the  peace¬ 
ful  pursuits  of  business ;  but  also  to  secure  to  good  men  their 
religious  privileges.  Religion  prospers  most  under  that  form  of 
government  which  protects  the  rights  of  conscience,  and  God  is 
thus  acknowledged. 

Civil  Government  is  also  designed  to  restrain  and  punish  evil 
doers.  The  text  declares  a  civil  ruler  to  be  “the  minister  of  God, 
a  revenger,  to  execute  wrath,  upon  him  that  doeth  evil.”  Civil 
law  often  restrains  men  when  the  law  of  God  has  no  influence 
over  them.  They  are  “  afraid  of  the  power,  because  he  beareth 
not  the  sword  in  vain.”  If  left  to  the  restraints  of  religious  prin¬ 
ciple  alone,  wickedness  would  abound  and  virtue  be  sadly  hin¬ 
dered.  It  is  evident  therefore  that  civil  government  is  a  religious 
agency  designed  for  the  glory  of  God  as  well  as  the  regulation  of 
society. 

3.  Obedience  to  Civil  Government  is  a  religious  duty.  Obe¬ 
dience  to  lawful  authority  does  not  arise,  as  some  suppose,  from 
expediency ,  nor  from  any  “social  compact”  formed  among  men, 
but  from  divine  authority.  God’s  word  says,  “Let  every  soul  be 
subject  to  the  higher  powers,”  and  places  the  obligation,  thus  im¬ 
posed,  upon  the  fact,  that  “  the  powers  that  be  are  ordained  of 
God.”  This  obedience  embraces  several  particulars. 

The  strict  observance  of  all  proper  laws ,  is  specially  enjoined. 
The  Apostle  says,  “  Submit  yourselves  to  every  ordinance  of  man 
for  the  Lord’s  sake.”  This  implies  that  we  not  only  keep  the  law 
ourselves,  but  that  we  permit  the  law  to  punish  offenders.  Men 

1* 


6 


have  no  right  to  take  the  law  into  their  own  hands,  while  there  is 
power  in  the  government  to  punish  those  who  violate  its  precepts. 
Peter  says  that  civil  rulers  are  “  sent  for  the  punishment  of  evil 
doers.”  He  who  undertakes  to  punish  offenders  ivithout  legal 
process,  strikes  a  fatal  blow  at  the  very  foundations  of  government, 
and  is  himself  a  violator  of  law.  There  can  be  no  security  to 
society  under  mob  laiv. 

The  payment  of  tribute  or  taxes ,  is  another  duty.  Government 
cannot  exist  without  officers  to  execute  law, — officers  cannot  be 
employed  without  expense, — that  expense  should  be  met  by  those 
who  enjoy  the  benefit,  therefore,  the  support  of  the  government 
is  the  duty  of  the  governed.  Hence  the  Scriptures  say,  “For 
this  cause,  pay  ye  tribute  also,  for  they  are  God’s  ministers,  at¬ 
tending  continually  upon  this  very  thing.” 

Reverence,  or  respect  for  Rulers ,  is  also  enjoined.  Those  in 
authority  should  be  respected  by  the  people,  in  order  that  they 
may  exercise  a  proper  control  over  them.  Any  act  or  wTord,  which 
tends  to  destroy  the  confidence  of  the  people,  in  those  who  are 
in  authority,  weakens  the  power  of  government  and  is  a  sin  against 
God.  His  word  declares,  “Thou  slialt  not  speak  evil  of  the  ruler 
of  thy  people.” 

Prayer  for  all  in  authority ,  is  another  duty.  Government  be¬ 
ing  a  Divine  Institution,  good  men  should  pray  for  God’s  bless¬ 
ing  upon  it.  An  Apostle  says,  “  I  exhort,  therefore,  first  of  all, 
supplications,  prayers,  and  intercessions,  be  made  for  kings  and 
for  all  that  are  in  authority — for  this  is  acceptable  in  the  sight 
of  God.” 

4.  Resistance  to  Civil  Government  is  a  sin  against  God. 

This  position  is  so  self-evident  that  it  will  not  admit  of  serious 
argument.  If  God  has  established  government  for  the  accom¬ 
plishment  of  his  own  purposes,  and  commanded  men  to  be  subject 
to  the  higher  powders,  then  it  follow’s,  in  the  language  of  the  text, 
that  “whosoever  resisteth  the  power,  resisteth  the  ordinance  of 
God,  and  they  that  resist,  shall  receive  to  themselves  damnation.” 

There  is  only  one  condition  of  things  which  can  justify  resist¬ 
ance  to  civil  government,  and  that  is,  vdien  the  power  is  used  in 
opposition  to  the  purpose  for  which  God  ordained  its  existence. 

If  men  in  authority,  employ  the  powers  of  government  in  pro- 
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tecting  the  wicked  and  oppressing  the  good, — in  promoting  vice, 
and  opposing  virtue, — in  the  destruction  of  civil,  political,  or  re¬ 
ligious  liberty;  then,  and  then  only,  is  resistance  to  “the  powers 
that  be”  excusable  in  the  sight  of  God.  Even  in  such  a  case, 
force  is  not  allowable  until  all  legal  means  of  redress  have  been 
tried  in  vain. 

II.  The  application  of  these  principles  to  our  condition 

AS  A  NATION. 

The  position  of  our  national  affairs  at  the  present  time  requires 
that  every  citizen  should  understand  and  perform  his  duty  to  God 
and  to  the  Government.  A  portion  of  the  people  of  this  nation 
have  attempted  the  destruction  of  the  Union  and  are  now  in  arms 
against  the  Constitution  and  the  Laws.  The  Government  has 
pronounced  this  movement  to  he  Rebellion ,  and  calls  upon  all  good 
citizens  to  aid  in  defeating  those  engaged  in  it.  What  is  our 
duty  in  the  case  ? 

To  decide  this  important  question,  let  us  inquire  into  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  our  National  Government.  Is  it  a  compact  between 
the  several  States,  which  may  be  dissolved  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
parties,  or,  is  it  a  consolidated  government,  formed  by  the  people 
of  all  the  States  and  designed  to  he  perpetual  ?  LTpon  the  answer 
to  this  question,  the  duty  of  all  good  citizens  turns.  If  it  be  a 
“compact  between  the  States”  which  maybe  dissolved  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  States,  then  it  is  a  mere  question  of  expediency  as 
to  whether  the  Government  should  allow  a  peaceful  separation, 
if,  on  the  other  hand,  this  Government  was  formed  by  the  people 
of  all  the  States  and  intended  to  be  perpetual ,  then  no  State,  in 
its  corporate  capacity ,  can  destroy  the  Union,  and  any  attempt 
of  this  character  is  rebellion,  and  should  be  resisted.  The  follow¬ 
ing  facts  of  history  will  settle  these  questions  and  teach  us  our 
duty : 

Previous  to  the  Revolutionary  War,  the  thirteen  original  States 
were  Colonies  of  Great  Britain  and  subject  to  her  laws.  In 
throwing  off  the  authority  of  the  Mother  Country  and  assuming 
the  powers  of  self-government,  these  Colonies  constituted  them¬ 
selves  free  and  independent  States.  On  the  2d  day  of  July,  1776, 
the  general  Congress  of  these  Colonies  separated  from  Great 
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Britain  by  the  adoption  of  a  Resolution  'which  declared  that — • 
“  These  United  Colonies  are ,  and  by  right  ought  to  be,  free  and 
independent  States .”  On  the  4th  of  July,  this  separation  was  fully 
consummated  by  the  adoption  and  publication  of  “  The  Declara¬ 
tion  of  Independence,”  in  which  the  same  language  is  employed 
and  the  position  of  independent  States  assumed.  Here  observe, 
from  Colonies  they  became  States ,  free  from  Great  Britain  and 
independent  of  each  other ,  the  laws  of  no  one  State  having  juris¬ 
diction  over  the  people  of  any  other  State.  During  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War,  these  thirteen  States  formed  themselves  into  a  con¬ 
federacy  or  league  by  the  adoption  of  a  compact  which  contained 
the  following  words,  viz  :  “  The  said  States  hereby  enter  into  a 
firm  league  of  friendship  with  each  other.”  This  league,  or  more 
strictly  speaking,  this  treaty ,  was  ratified,  not  by  the  people  of 
these  States,  but  by  the  State  Governments  in  their  corporate 
character.  This  Confederacy  of  States  continued  until  1788, 
each  State  forming  a  separate  government,  independent  of  all 
the  other  States.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  going  to  show  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  the  character  of  the  Government  then  and  now, 
that  though  England  acknowledged  our  independence  in  1783, 
and  made  a  treaty  of  peace  with  these  States,  she  positively  re¬ 
fused  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  commerce ,  on  the  ground  that 
there  was  no  General  Government  which  could  guarantee  the  en¬ 
forcement  of  treaty  stipulations. 

From  1783  to  1787  was  a  dark  and  disastrous  period  in  the 
history  of  these  States.  They  had  secured  their  independence 
and  were  free  from  the  dominion  of  Great  Britain,  but  that  very 
independence  became  the  source  of  discord  and  difficulty.  As 
each  State  was  sovereign  in  itself,  conflicting  interests  soon 
brought  them  into  contact  with  each  other,  and  there  being  no 
general  government  with  authority  to  settle  these  disputes,  they 
began  to  quarrel  among  themselves.  It  therefore  became  evident 
that  some  plan  must  be  adopted  by  which  all  the  States  could  be 
united  in  a  form  of  government  duly  authorized  to  regulate  con¬ 
flicting  interests,  or  ruin  and  desolation  would  be  the  inevitable 
result.  To  show  the  truth  of  this  position,  we  give  the  following 
extract  from  a  letter  written  by  George  Washington  to  Thomas 
Jefferson,  dated  May  30th,  1787: 
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He  says :  “  That  something  is  necessary,  none  will  deny,  for 
the  General  Government — if  it  can  be  called  a  government — is 
shaken  to  its  foundations,  and  liable  to  be  overturned  by  every 
blast.  In  a  word,  it  is  at  an  end ,  and  unless  a  remedy  is  soon 
applied,  anarchy  and  confusion  will  inevitably  ensue.” 

This  state  of  things  produced  its  legitimate  result,  and  it  was 
determined  by  Washington  and  Jefferson,  with  other  fathers  of 
this  country,  that  the  thirteen  independent  States  should  be  con¬ 
solidated  into  one  great  nation ,  and  a  government  constituted, 
having  general  control,  while  the  authority  of  each  State  should 
be  so  restricted  as  to  bring  it  into  harmony  with  the  powers  vest¬ 
ed  in  the  National  Administration.  For  this  purpose,  a  Conven¬ 
tion  of  Delegates  from  the  several  States  met  in  Philadelphia,  in 
the  month  of  May,  1T8T.  George  Washington  presided  over 
that  Convention,  which,  after  a  long  and  painful  deliberation  of 
four  months,  adopted — Sept.  17th — a  Constitution ,  by  which  these 
independent  States  were  to  be  formed  into  one  consolidated  Go¬ 
vernment  under  the  title  of  “  The  United  States  of  America.” 
This  Constitution  was  afterwards  submitted  to  a  vote  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  all  the  States,  and  by  them  adopted  “  as  the  supreme  law 
of  the  land." 

Several  facts  connected  with  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution 
demand  particular  attention  at  the  present  time.  It  was  adopted 
by  the  people  in  their  sovereign  capacity,  and  not  by  the  States 
in  their  corporate  character.  Hence,  the  Preamble  said,  “  We 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  to  insure  a  more  perfect  union , 
and  to  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  for  ourselves  and  our  pos¬ 
terity,  do  ordain  and  establish  this  Constitution.”  The  Consti¬ 
tution  thus  adopted  by  the  people,  limited  the  powers  of  the 
several  States,  and  transferred  to  the  General  Government  cer¬ 
tain  prerogatives  formerly  possessed  by  each  independent  State. 
“No  State  was  allowed  to  coin  money,  emit  bills  of  credit,  pass 
post  facto  laws,  or  laws  impairing  the  obligations  of  contracts.” 
They  were  also  prohibited  from  “  maintaining  armies  or  navies, 
granting  letters  of  marque,  holding  intercourse  with  foreign  na¬ 
tions,  and  granting  titles  of  nobility.”  The  Constitution  also 
contains  this  clause  :  “  This  Constitution  shall  be  the  supreme 
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law  of  the  land,  anything  in  the  Constitutions  and  Laws  of  the 
States  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.” 

From  these  facts,  it  is  evident  that  the  Government  thus  formed 
was  the  consolidation  of  these  States  into  one  great  national 
power,  to  which  each  State  in  its  corporate  character  was  subject, 
and  that  no  act  or  law  of  any  one  of  the  States  can  absolve  a 
citizen  from  his  duty  to  the  General  Government.  Nor  can  the 
States  in  their  corporate  capacities  break  down  the  Constitution, 
it  being  “  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  any  act  or  law  of  theirs 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.”  It  follows,  further,  that  as 
this  Union  was  established  by  the  people  of  these  States  in  con¬ 
vention  assembled,  that  the  people  alone ,  in  like  manner  assem¬ 
bled,  can  destroy  the  same,  and  that  the  action  of  any  State  or 
States,  or  that  of  a  part  of  the  people,  declaring  themselves  se¬ 
parate  from  and  independent  of  the  General  Government,  is  null 
and  void.  The  Union  cannot  be  dissolved  but  by  the  action  of 
the  whole  people. 

This  fact  was  not  only  well  understood  at  the  time  the  Consti¬ 
tution  was  adopted,  but  it  was  made  the  ground  of  opposition  to 
it.  Mr.  Henry,  who  violently  opposed  the  consolidation  of  the 
States,  said :  “  That  this  is  a  consolidated  government  is  demon¬ 
strably  clear.  The  language  is  (  we  the  people ,’  instead  of  ‘  we 
the  States.’  It  7nust  be  one  great  consolidated  national  govern¬ 
ment  of  all  the  people  of  all  the  States .”  The  doctrine  of 
“  State  Rights  ”  as  now  claimed,  had,  therefore,  no  existence  in 
the  minds  of  the  framers  of  our  Government,  and  cannot  now 
be  used  for  its  destruction. 

Is  this  Rebellion  Sinful? 

That  this  question  must  be  answered  in  the  affirmative,  we 
think  is  evident.  This  rebellion  has  been  marked  by  actions 
wdiich  are  forbidden  by  the  law’  of  God,  and  held  in  universal 
detestation  by  honorable  men.  Among  these  is  official  dishonesty . 
It  is  a  fact  which  should  not  be  lost  sisdit  of  in  determining:  the 
character  of  this  rebellion,  that  it  originated  with  and  has  been 
carried  out  by  men  holding  official  positions  under  the  General 
and  State  Governments.  The  people  in  the  seceded  States  have 
had  but  little  to  do  in  the  matter  except  to  follow  the  bidding  of 
their  leaders,  without  any  fair  opportunity  to  consult  their  own 


11 


wishes  upon  the  subject.  Officers  in  the  Cabinet,  Governors  of 
States,  Members  of  Congress,  and  Officers  in  the  Army  and 
Navy,  have  been  the  principal  actors  in  this  rebellion.  These 
men  have  turned  the  Constitution  against  itself,  by  prostituting 
their  official  position  to  the  destruction  of  the  Government  which 
it  created. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ,  to  whom  was  committed  the 
financial  interests  of  the  country,  employed  the  powers  of  his 
office  in  squandering  the  funds  of  the  nation,  so  as  to  leave  the 
Government  nearly  bankrupt,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  its 
power  to  put  down  the  rebellion  which  he  and  his  fellow-traitors 
were  plotting. 

The  Secretary  of  War  employed  the  latter  part  of  his  term  of 
office  in  distributing  arms  and  ammunition  through  the  Southern 
States,  for  the  purpose  of  leaving  the  Government  without  the 
means  of  defence,  while  the  rebels  were  supplied  with  the  most 
improved  weapons  of  war.  Members  of  Congress ,  while  occupy¬ 
ing  their  seats,  have  plotted  treason  and  communicated  the  se¬ 
crets  of  the  Government  to  its  enemies,  being  at  the  time  under 
oath  to  support  the  Constitution  and  the  Laws.  Officers  in  the 
Army  and  Navy ,  without  even  resigning  their  commissions,  have 
surrendered  troops  and  delivered  vessels  of  war  into  the  hands 
of  the  rebels,  to  be  used  against  the  Government  to  which  they 
had  sworn  allegiance.  Nearly  one-half  of  the  officers  from  the 
South  have  resigned  their  commissions  when  the  country  most 
needed  their  services,  and  most  of  them  have  joined  in  the  rebel¬ 
lion  against  the  Government,  and  are  now  leading  troops  to  de¬ 
stroy  their  former  companions-in-arms.  The  extent  of  this  offi¬ 
cial  corruption  among  men  so  high  and  honorable  in  point  of  po¬ 
sition,  is  an  undeniable  proof  of  the  demoralizing  tendency  of 
the  doctrine  of  secession.  Verily,  it  is  a  very  ivicked  thing. 

Perjury  is  another  crime  of  which  the  leaders  in  this  rebellion 
are  guilty.  Men  who  hold  office  under  the  General  or  State 
Governments,  together  with  all  Officers  in  the  Army  and  Navy, 
are  under  oath  to  support  and  defend  the  Constitution.  There 
is  no  provision  anywhere  to  release  them  from  this  obligation, 
and  unless  it  can  be  shown  that  the  Government  has  so  abused 
its  power  as  to  justify  its  destruction,  these  men  are  guilty  of 
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wilful  perjury  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  all  right-thinking  men. 
As  the  right  of  secession  is  claimed  upon  no  ground  of  abuse  of 
power  by  the  Government,  there  is  no  excuse  for  having  rejected 
the  constitutional  means  of  redress. 

This  rebellion  is  unlawful  resistance  to  a  divinely  authorized 
Government.  This  is  a  crime  of  no  ordinary  magnitude.  God  has 
said,  “Let  every  soul  be  subject  to  the  higher  powers;  the  powers 
that  be  are  ordained  of  God,  and  he  that  resisteth  the  power,  resist- 
eth  the  ordinance  of  God.”  Our  Government  has  special  claims  to 
divine  origin  and  sanction.  The  country  was  founded  by  men  who 
fled  from  religious  persecution,  and  established  a  home  for  the 
express  purpose  of  serving  God.  The  Constitution  was  adopted 
amidst  prayers  and  tears  for  God’s  blessing,  and  up  to  this  time 
we  have  furnished  a  home  for  the  oppressed  of  every  nation, 
where  every  man  is  at  liberty  to  worship  God  according  to  the 
dictates  of  his  own  conscience.  As  a  consequence,  we  have  re¬ 
ceived  special  marks  of  divine  favor.  God  has  fought  our  battles 
and  given  us  prosperity  equalled  only  by  that  of  his  ancient  peo¬ 
ple — the  Jews.  If  resistance  to  any  government  be  resistance 
to  God,  then  this  rebellion  must  be  a  crime  of  fearful  magnitude. 
They  have  set  at  defiance  all  the  laws  of  God  and  man,  in  the 
fact  that  they  have  rejected  all  the  Constitutional  modes  of  re¬ 
dress. 

When  men  live  under  government,  common  honesty  requires 
that,  when  grieved  or  oppressed,  they  should  seek  redress,  by  the 
methods  described  in  the  Constitution.  The  leaders  of  this  re¬ 
bellion  acknowledge  this,  by  now  claiming,  with  most  singular 
inconsistency,  protection  from  the  Constitution,  every  feature  of 
which  they  have  ignored,  violated,  and  despised.  They  have  re¬ 
jected  the  mode  of  Constitutional  amendment.  If  the  interests 
of  the  South  required  any  change  in  the  organic  law  of  the  land, 
special  provision  was  to  be  found  in  the  Constitution  for  that  pur¬ 
pose,  and  a  large  majority  in  the  North  were  ready  to  grant  all 
necessary  modifications.  Instead  of  seeking  to  secure  any  such 
change,  they  have  madly  rejected  all  offers  of  assistance,  and  at¬ 
tempted  to  destroy  the  Constitution  itself. 

They  have  also  abandoned  the  legal  mode  of  preventing  oppres¬ 
sion  and  wrong.  The  Constitution  wisely  provides  for  the  cor- 
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rection  of  any  oppressive  policy  on  tlie  part  of  those  in  power, 
through  the  medium  of  the  ballot-box.  Men  may  he  elected  to 
office,  whose  policy  is  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  a  majority. 
If  the  people  refuse  to  unite  for  the  defeat  of  a  President  whose 
principles  are  those  of  the  minority,  it  is  their  own  fault,  and  fur¬ 
nishes  no  just  cause  for  rebellion  against  the  Government.  It 
would  he  useless  to  deny  that  the  South  had  this  matter  in  her 
own  hands,  in  the  last  presidential  campaign,  and  that  her  dele¬ 
gates  to  the  Charleston  convention,  deliberately  divided  the  party 
on  which  they  could  have  relied  for  protection  to  their  rights. 
They  thus  threw  the  Government  into  the  hands  of  men,  whom 
they  denounced  as  their  foes.  If  this  result  was  not  intended,  it 
was  at  least  foreseen,  and  having  rejected  the  only  method  of 
defeating  an  antagonistic  party,  they  were  bound  in  all  honor  to 
abide  the  result. 

They  have  rejected  the  means  of  protection.  When  a  majority 
in  Congress  is  opposed  to  the  policy  of  the  President,  he  can  do 
but  little  injury  to  the  country,  by  any  measures  of  his  own.  The 
South  and  her  friends  w^ere  largely  in  the  majority  in  the  Con¬ 
gress,  and  this  was  an  unanswerable  argument  why  she  should 
have  adhered  to  the  Constitution  and  the  laws.  Instead  of  doing 
this,  these  men  ungenerously  abandoned  their  friends,  by  vacating 
their  seats,  and  by  this  act,  threw  the  entire  control  of  the  Go¬ 
vernment  into  the  hands  of  the  present  Administration.  Such 
an  insane  and  wicked  policy,  can  only  be  explained  by  the  fact 
that,  according  to  the  sacred  record,  Blindness  has  happened  to 
them  that  forget  God. 

They  have  rejected  the  only  method  of  dissolving  the  Union. 
The  intention  and  desire  of  these  men  was  to  separate  from  the 
North  by  a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  and  they  might  have  suc¬ 
ceeded,  had  they  had  the  patience  to  wait  and  the  wisdom  to  adopt 
the  proper  plan.  There  was  a  strong  disposition,  among  both  the 
friends  and  foes  of  Southern  policy,  to  consent  that  the  Cotton 
States  should  try  the  experiment  of  a  separate  government.  So 
strong  was  this  feeling  that  had  a  proposition  for  a  National  Con¬ 
vention  been  seriously  made,  it  would  in  all  probability  have  been 
adopted.  It  is  a  well  established  principle  of  constitutional  law, 
that  “the  power  that  creates  can  destroy/'  and  as  a  Convention 
of  the  people  formed  this  Union,  a  similar  one  could  have  abo¬ 
lished  it,  if  in  the  judgment  of  the  people,  it  had  failed  to  secure 
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the  object  for  which  it  was  brought  into  being.  Instead  of  adopt¬ 
ing  this  plan,  the  leaders  in  this  rebellion  proceeded  to  erect  an 
unholy  despotism,  and  have  trampled  upon  the  rights  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  by  attempting  to  destroy  the  Government  without  asking  their 
consent.  They  have  thus  defeated  the  object  they  so  earnestly 
desired  to  accomplish, — the  people  of  this  country  are  not  to  be 
bought,  sold,  or  transferred  at  the  pleasure  of  their  leaders. 

But  of  all  the  wicked  acts,  committed  by  the  leaders  of  this 
rebellion,  that  which  filled  their  cup  of  iniquity  to  overflowing 
was  their  infamous  attach  upon  Fort  Sumter.  In  that  one  act, 
rebellion  culminated, — the  claims  of  a  common  brotherhood  were 
ignored, — the  rights  of  humanity  were  sacrificed,  and  the  author¬ 
ity  of  God  and  man  set  at  defiance.  Major  Anderson  was  a  gen¬ 
tleman,  a  Christian  soldier,  and  a  brother  from  the  South.  From 
his  fortress  home,  which  he  occupied  by  the  orders  of  his  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  which  had  been  erected  for  the  defence  of  their  own 
city,  he  had  watched  for  weeks,  the  erection  of  batteries,  by  those 
traitors,  without  firing  a  gun  or  interfering  with  their  prepara¬ 
tions  for  attack.  The  Government,  with  great  propriety,  might 
have  ordered  him  to  disperse  the  men  employed  in  the  erecting 
the  first  battery.  This  he  could  easily  have  done,  but  with  a 
forbearance,  which  amounted  almost  to  a  crime,  they  wrere  per¬ 
mitted  to  collect  thousands  of  troops  and  cover  the  shore  with 
batteries  at  every  available  point.  They  were  also  aware  that 
the  garrison  was  in  a  starving  condition,  and  had  been  officially 
notified  of  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  provision  them. 
There  was  no  necessity  therefore  of  their  attempting  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  the  Fort,  as  they  had  forces  enough  to  prevent  any  vessel 
from  reaching  it  with  provisions,  and  hunger  would  have  com¬ 
pelled  its  surrender  in  a  few  hours.  Under  these  circumstances 
the  ordinary  dictates  of  humanity  should  have  induced  them  to 
avoid  the  shedding  of  a  brother’s  blood.  But,  with  a  madness 
which  amounted  to  frenzy,  and  a  cruelty  which  was  absolutely 
diabolical,  they  fired  upon  an  unoffending  garrison,  and  struck 
the  first  blow  at  the  heart  of  the  nation.  In  that  blow, 

“  Man’s  inhumanity  to  man, 

Made  countless  millions  mourn, ” 

And  raised  a  shout  of  indignation  which  will  echo  through  all 
coming  time.  The  heart  of  the  nation,  burst  wTith  one  loud  cry 
to  God  for  vengeance,  and  the  people  rushed  to  arms,  for  the 
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defence  of  the  Government.  A  long  wail  of  agony  proclaimed 
to  the  world  that  th q  fall  of  Sumter  was  the  last  birth-throe  of 
a  spirit,  which  should  crush  out  treason  and  give  protection  to  the 
loyal  men  of  the  land. 

Here  then  we  see  the  features  of  this  rebellion.  If  dishonesty, 
perjury,  resistance  to  lawful  authority,  and  cruelty,  be  sins  against 
God,  then  this  rebellion  is  one  grand  crime  in  the  sight  of  Heaven, 
the  like  of  which  is  scarcely  to  be  found  in  the  history  of  the  world. 

Let  us  now  turn  our  attention  to  some  of  the  results  of  this 
rebellion. 

First.  Instead  of  destroying  the  L^nion,  they  have  broken  up 
their  own  State  Governments.  There  is  now  no  legal  government 
in  the  seceded  States.  This  is  evident  when  we  consider  a  few 
facts  in  the  relation  which  a  State  government  sustains  to  the 
Constitution.  When  the  people  of  the  thirteen  original  States 
formed  “a  more  perfect  union,”  they  transferred  the  essential 
powers  of  sovereignty  from  the  States  to  the  General  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  made  the  “  Constitution  and  the  laws  of  Congress 
enacted  in  pursuance  thereof,  the  supreme  laio  of  the  land.”  All 
the  States  which  have  been  admitted  into  the  Union  since  that 
time,  have  been  admitted  by  an  Act  of  Congress,  and  all  State 
officers  are  sworn  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  The  State  Government,  therefore,  exists  under  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  General  Government,  and  all  State  officers,  both 
legislative  and  judicial,  derive  their  powers  from  the  Constitution 
itself.  It  follows,  therefore,  with  all  the  force  of  demonstration, 
that  these  men,  having  thrown  off  their  allegiance  to  the  General 
Government,  and  risen  in  rebellion  to  the  Constitution,  they  are 
no  longer  in  possession  of  legal  authority, — the  seceded  States 
have  no  duly  authorized  government,  and  the  people  are  not 
bound  to  obey  their  new  enactments.  Each  one  is  a  despotism, 
and  not  a  legal  government. 

Western  Virginia  has  caught  this  idea  and  carried  it  out,  by 
organizing  a  Provisional  Government,  which  must  of  necessity  be 
recognised  as  the  only  Constitutional  authority  in  that  State.  The 
former  officers  have  been  legally  deposed,  and  they  are  now  with¬ 
out  power,  except  that  of  force. 

The  General  Government  lives,  but  that  of  the  traitors  is 
broken,  and  thus  God  has  “  brought  to  nought  the  counsels  of 
the  wicked.” 
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Second.  They  have  forfeited  all  claim  to  protection  under  the 
Constitution  and  Laws. 

.  According  to  international  law,  one  nation  has  the  right  to  go 
to  war  with  another  nation,  and  they  are  mutually  bound  to  treat 
each  other  according  to  the  principles  established  by  the  Law  of 
Nations.  In  such  a  case,  the  “  rights  of  war,”  must  be  faithfully 
observed,  and  prisoners  taken  in  arms  must  be  treated  with  re¬ 
spect  and  kindness.  They  have  the  right  to  destroy  life,  to  pos¬ 
sess  and  employ  the  property  of  the  enemy,  without  being  liable 
to  the  penalties  for  murder  and  robbery.  But,  when  a  portion  of 
the  subjects  of  any  government,  rise  up  in  rebellion  to  legal  au¬ 
thority,  they  are  not  to  be  treated  according  to  the  Law  of  Na¬ 
tions,  but  according  to  the  laws  of  their  own  land  for  the  punish¬ 
ment  of  offenders.  If  one  man  rebels  against  lawful  authority, 
and  steals  property  or  destroys  life,  he  is  held  as  a  robber  or  mur¬ 
derer,  and  treated  a3  such.  If  twenty  men,  or  twenty  thousand, 
do  the  same  thing,  it  does  not  change  the  law  in  the  case, — the 
principle  remains  the  same.  The  punishment  of  offenders  in  such 
cases,  is  not  the  waging  of  war  ;  it  is  only  the  proper  exercise  of 
authority  for  the  punishment  of  individual  transgressors.  It  does 
not  change  the  law  nor  the  character  of  the  offence,  when  the 
officers  of  a  State  employ  their  corporate  powers  in  rebellion 
against  the  Government.  They  do  not  rebel  as  a  State ,  but  as 
individuals,  and  by  the  perversion  of  their  official  power,  they 
vacate  their  office,  and  become  responsible  to  law,  not  as  a  govern¬ 
ment,  but  as  citizens,  guilty  of  crime. 

This  is  precisely  the  character  of  this  rebellion.  It  is  not  the 
rebellion  of  States,  but  of  individuals,  and  each  one  is  liable  to 
the  penalties  of  criminal  law.  In  using  force  to  put  down  this 
rebellion,  the  Government  does  not  declare  war  ;  it  only  uses  the 
power  vested  in  it,  to  punish  offenders  against  its  own  laws.  The 
rebels  are,  therefore,  but  an  organized  mob ,  and  deserve  to  be 
treated  as  such.  It  is  important  that  this  distinction  should  be 
maintained  in  the  popular  mind,  for  the  right  of  the  Government 
to  overcome  an  insurrection  against  the  laws,  takes  away  from 
the  insurgents  every  legal  privilege  which  is  in  opposition  to  that 
right,  and  leaves  them  liable  to  the  punishment  of  the  laws  they 
have  broken,  when  taken  in  arms  against  the  authority  of  the 
State. 

It  is  this  fact,  which  has  induced  the  insurgents  to  make  such 
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strenuous  efforts  to  obtain  the  recognition  of  their  so-called  go¬ 
vernment.  If  our  Government  had  received  the  men,  sent  as 
Commissioners  to  Washington,  it  would  have  been  compelled  to 
treat  the  rebels  according  to  the  Law  of  Nations,  and  grant  them 
all  the  rights  of  war.  In  refusing  to  receive  them,  it  gave  notice 
that  it  will  hold  these  rebels  as  criminals  in  law.  This  being  the 
case,  their  privateers  are  pirates ,  and  the  leaders  of  the  men  in 
arms  robbers  and  murderers.  The  Government  may  deal  merci¬ 
fully  with  some  of  them,  through  motives  of  humanity,  but  they 
cannot  claim  it  by  right  of  law. 

This  state  of  things  also  clothes  the  Government  with  the  right 
to  use  all  necessary  means  to  put  down  this  insurrection,  and  its 
power  is  limited,  not  by  the  Constitution,  but  only  by  the  laws  of 
humanity  and  of  God.  It  is  perfect  folly  to  talk  about  the  Go¬ 
vernment  not  having  the  right  to  adopt  any  measure  to  prevent 
its  destruction  that  is  necessary.  The  whole  structure  of  our 
Government  is  based  upon  the  supposition,  that  such  a  state  of 
things  as  now  exists,  was  an  impossibility,  and  hence,  there  is  no 
special  provision  in  the  Constitution  to  meet  the  case.  Secession 
is  not  prohibited  because  it  was  not  anticipated.  The  money  of 
the  Government  has  been  lavished  on  the  South  and  for  its  de¬ 
fence,  because  it  was  intended  that  we  should  always  be  one  na¬ 
tion.  Our  forts  were  constructed  to  defend  the  South  from  for¬ 
eign  foes,  with  no  means  of  defence  against  the  attack  of  her 
citizens,  hence  Sumter  fell  because  attacked  from  behind. 

There  is  therefore  no  law  for  the  General  Government,  but  the 
law  of  necessity  and  humanity,  and  any  and  every  measure  which 
necessity  or  humanity  requires  to  put  down  this  rebellion,  the  Go¬ 
vernment  has  the  right  to  adopt.  It  has  the  right  to  declare 
martial  law  all  over  the  land,  and  to  suspend  every  civil  statute 
until  the  work  be  accomplished. 

Third.  It  has  streyigthenecl  the  hands  and  developed  the  power 
of  the  General  Government. 

The  power  of  all  large  nations  lies — under  God — in  the  union 
of  the  people,  and  their  devotion  to  the  principles  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment.  God  has  said,  “  A  house  divided  against  itself  cannot 
stand;”  and  this  truth  applies  with  equal  force  to  all  associa¬ 
tions,  be  they  social,,  domestic,  or  national.  If  the  people  of  a 
country  be,  to  any  great  extent,  divided  in  sympathy  and  feel- 
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ing,  the  nation  is  feeble  and  cannot  long  resist  its  enemies,  or 
prevent  its  destruction.  There  must  be  union  or  death. 

It  is  a  fact  not  to  be  denied  by  sensible  and  observing  men, 
that  for  several  years  past,  the  sympathies  of  the  people  of  thi3 
country  have  been  growing  painfully  adverse.  The  bitterness  of 
party  feeling  has  been  alarmingly  on  the  increase.  The  questions 
which  entered  into  our  political  contests  have  taken  hold  of  the 
religious  consciences  of  the  people,  and  have  become  not  only 
questions  of  political  policy,  but  matters  of  personal  morals.  It 
has  been  contended  that  the  laws  of  the  land  came  in  conflict 
with  our  duty  to  God.  Political  opposition  engendered  personal 
hatred,  and  political  opponents  were  fast  becoming  personal  foes. 
This  was  not  only  the  case  between  different  sections  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  but  it  pervaded  every  part  of  the  land,  and  entered  all  classes 
of  society  to  a  most  fearful  extent.  The  evidence  of  this  state 
of  feeling  was  seen  in  the  bitter  denunciations  of  the  press, — the 
abuse  of  the  pulpit,  which  was  too  often  used  to  array  brother 
against  brother, — in  the  quarreling  of  professing  Christians, — in 
the  divisions  of  churches,  and  in  the  breaking  into  fragments  of 
political  parties.  Even  the  great  Democratic  party,  which  until 
lately  had  always  been  able  to  heal  its  disputes  and  present  a 
solid  vote  at  the  polls,  has  shared  the  common  fate,  and  now  lies 
in  ruins  around. 

Without  attempting  to  explain  the  many  causes  which  have  led 
to  this  state  of  feeling,  I  refer  to  the  fact  to  show,  that  as  a  na¬ 
tion,  we  were  fast  approaching  a  crisis  in  our  history,  which  was 
to  test  the  experiment  of  popular  government,  and  decide  the 
question  of  our  national  existence.  It  was  this  division  of  feeling 
in  the  Northern  States  on  which,  more  than  on  any  other  one 
thing,  the  plotters  of  the  present  treason  relied  for  support  and 
encouragement.  Had  the  leaders  of  this  unholy  crusade  against 
the  Government,  for  a  single  moment  believed,  that  they  would 
have  to  meet  a  united  Northern  sentiment,  in  their  battle  against 
the  Union,  they  would  not  have  dared  to  commence  this  war 
against  liberty  and  humanity.  The  mistake  they  made  was  in 
overrating  the  strength  of  our  sympathy  for  the  South,  and  in 
underrating  the  strength  of  our  attachment  to  the  Union.  They 
supposed  that  our  opposition  to  the  ultraism  of  certain  parties, 
was  an  opposition  to  the  Constitution  and  general  laws  of  the 
land.  We  were  sadly  divided,  it  is  true,  but  it  was  a  division  be- 
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tween  the  love  of  the  whole  country  on  the  one  part,  and  the  mad¬ 
ness  of  sectional  fanaticism  on  the  other.  Some  great  and  start¬ 
ling  event  was  therefore  needed  to  show  us  our  danger,  to  unite 
our  rapidly  dissolving  sympathies,  and  by  the  intensity  of  its 
fires,  to  fuse  into  one  solid  mass  the  hearts  of  all  true  friends  to 
popular  freedom. 

The  fall  of  Sumter  did  this.  Almost  as  quickly  as  the  shock 
of  a  galvanic  battery  pervades  the  human  system,  it  ran  through 
the  masses  of  the  people,  burying  out  of  sight  our  former  differ¬ 
ences,  and  taking  hold  of  the  hearts  of  twenty  millions  of  free¬ 
men  ;  it  moulded  them  all  into  one  great  national  heart,  fired  with 
a  deathless  purpose  to  rescue  the  Government  from  destruction. 
The  world’s  history  furnishes  no  parallel  to  the  spontaneous  up¬ 
rising  of  the  people,  which  took  place  when  the  lightning  brought 
the  news  of  Sumter’s  fall.  The  Nation  rushed  to  arms,  and  five 
hundred  thousand  men  offered  themselves  to  a  President,  nearly 
one-half  of  whom  had  voted  against  him  but  a  few  months  before. 
We  are  now  united  in  the  support  of  the  Union,  the  Constitution, 
and  the  Laws,  and  though  opposing  armies  tread  our  soil,  the 
Government  was  never  so  strong  as  it  is  at  this  moment  in  the 
eyes  of  the  world. 

The  statesmen  of  Europe  are  looking  with  amazement  at  this 
outburst  of  'practical  devotion  and  patriotism.  They  had  given 
us  credit  for  ingenuity  and  industry  in  all  the  departments  of 
trade  and  commerce,  but  they  never  dreamed  that  a  nation  of 
farmers,  mechanics,  and  merchants,  would  be  so  eager  for  the 
camp  and  the  battle-field.  They  now  discover  that  we  can  raise 
an  army  which  begs  the  Government  to  accept  its  services,  while 
they  have  to  fill  their  ranks  by  force.  A  power  has  been  deve¬ 
loped  which  we  wrere  not  supposed  to  possess,  and  we  have  there¬ 
by  gained  much  greater  respect  and  influence  abroad. 

The  same  confidence,  but  to  a  much  greater  extent,  pervades 
the  masses  of  our  people  at  home.  They  are  quietly  looking  and 
waiting  for  the  blow  to  fall  on  the  enemies  of  the  Union,  without 
doubting  the  result — they  know  their  power,  and  they  feel  secure. 
Let  the  Government  but  do  its  whole  duty,  and  the  Union  can¬ 
not  be  broken.  When  this  fact  is  established  by  the  crushing  out 
of  this  rebellion,  the  world  will  behold  with  astonishment,  the 
energy  with  which  it  was  done,  and  acknowledge  the  power  of 
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the  Government  which  accomplished  it.  As  a  nation,  we  shall  be 
“  a  terror  to  evil  doers,  and  a  praise  to  them  that  do  well.” 

These  are  some  of  the  results  which  are  plainly  seen  as  grow¬ 
ing  out  of  this  rebellion.  Others,  of  still  greater  moment,  are 
likely  to  follow,  but  as  they  arc  among  the  uncertainties  of  the 
unknown  future,  they  cannot  yet  be  seen,  and  it  may  not  be  wise 
to  speculate  upon  them.  lie  who  “  maketh  the  wrath  of  man  to 
praise  him,”  has  purposes  to  accomplish  by  this  state  of  things, 
but  they  are  hidden  from  mortal  vision,  in  the  counsels  of  the 
Eternal  Mind.  One  thing  is  certain,  and  every  Christian  should 
rejoice — “  The  Lord  reigneth  :  though  clouds  and  darkness  are 
round  about  Him,  righteousness  and  judgment  are  the  habitation 
of  Ilis  throne.” 

That  this  insurrection  will  certainly  lead  to  a  permanent  settle¬ 
ment  of  the  slavery  question,  would  seem  to  be  a  matter  of  necessi¬ 
ty,  as  it  has  been  made  the  occasion,  if  it  be  not  the  real  cause,  of 
all  our  trouble.  It  may  result  in  gradual  emancipation,  by  the 
adoption  of  some  wise  measures  on  the  part  of  the  General  and 
'  State  Governments.  If  left  to  ourselves,  we  will  settle  the  ques¬ 
tion  in  favor  of  the  Union  among  ourselves ;  but  if  other  nations 
should  interfere,  it  may  involve  most  of  the  Powers  of  Europe, 
bring  on  a  general  war,  and  cause  the  battle  of  the  world  to  be 
fought  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi.  That  great  events  in  the 
history  of  the  world  are  soon  to  transpire,  is  evident  to  every 
student  of  prophecy,  and  it  is  a  fact  of  no  little  significance,  that 
those  who  have  studied  this  subject  agree  with  great  unanimity, 
that  the  “  time  is  at  hand.”  It  is  not  improbable  that  this  un¬ 
natural  rebellion  is  among  the  great  troubles  predicted  in  the 
Scriptures,  when  “  the  Sun  is  to  be  darkened,  and  the  Moon 
turned  into  blood.” 

Before  this  subject  can  be  properly  dismissed,  one  more  point 
in  the  text  must  be  noticed,  viz  :  The  duty  of  the  Government 
in  the  case.  Civil  Government  has  a  divine  mission ,  and  woe 
unto  the  “powers  that  be”  if  that  mission  is  not  accomplished. 
The  devotion  of  the  people  will  avail  but  little  in  the  preserva¬ 
tion  of  the  nation,  if  those  who  are  in  authority  shrink  from  the 
responsibility  which  God  has  imposed  on  them.  The  leaders 
in  this  rehellion  must  be  punished. 

We  have  already  shown  that  God  has  ordained  a  Civil  Govern¬ 
ment  for  a  two-fold  object, — the  protection  of  the  good,  and  the 
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punishment  of  the  evil.  If  this  he  not  done,  the  purpose  of  God 
is  not  accomplished,  and  “  the  nation  that  serveth  not  God,  shall 
perish .”  Rulers  have  no  more  right  to  disobey  God  in  refusing 
to  punish  evil  doers,  than  the  people  have  to  rebel  against  “  the 
powers  that  be.”  The  guilty  must  be  punished,  or  the  divine 
law  is  wilfully  violated.  Hear  the  words  of  inspiration  on  this 
subject :  “  But  if  thou  do  evil,  be  afraid  of  the  power,  for  he 
beareth  not  the  sword  in  vain ;  for  he  is  the  minister  of  God,  a 
revenger ,  to  execute  wrath  upon  him  that  doetli  evil.”  Here  then 
is  both  the  danger  and  the  duty  of  our  Government.  It  has  the 
power  to  punish  treason,  and  if  it  fails  to  do  so,  it  beareth  the 
sword  in  vain.  Instead  of  being  the  minister  of  God  to  execute 
wrath  upon  him  that  doeth  evil,  it  becomes  a  party  to  the  crime, 
and  will  be  punished  by  its  own  destruction.  The  law  must  be 
executed,  or  the  Government  ivill  die. 

We  are  in  great  danger  from  a  false  sympathy  on  this  point. 
Sympathy  ceases  to  be  a  virtue  when  felt  against  the  innocent. 
Mercy  is  a  crime  when  it  shields  the  impenitent.  God  never  for¬ 
gives  the  guilty  unless  they  repent.  Government  must  imitate 
his  example,  and  punish  those  who  persist  in  disobedience.  There 
can  be  no  compromise  with  treason,  therefore,  without  incurring 
the  divine  displeasure,  and  no  thought  of  such  a  course  should 
be  entertained  by  any  lover  of  his  country.  The  guilty  leaders 
in  this  rebellion  have  caused  untold  misery  to  thousands  of  inno¬ 
cent  people.  Grey-haired  men  and  women  are  being  sent  to  their 
graves  destitute  and  broken-hearted.  Thousands  of  our  best  busi¬ 
ness  men  have  been  robbed  and  ruined.  Multitudes  of  industrious 
laborers  have  been  thrown  out  of  employment,  and  their  families 
are  starving.  Wives  are  being  widowed,  and  parents  left  child¬ 
less  in  their  old  age.  Every  death  of  this  kind  is  a  murder ,  and 
the  loss  of  property  is  robbery.  Yet  we  are  exhorted  to  have 
sympathy  for  the  men  who  have  caused  all  this  evil,  who  are 
still  attempting  to  destroy  the  Government,  to  gratify  their  un¬ 
holy  ambition  and  hatred  to  free  institutions.  Away  with  such 
trifling  with  truth  and  justice.  Let  us  think  of  the  starving  thou¬ 
sands  who  will  next  winter  besiege  our  doors  for  bread,  which  we 
will  not  have  to  give  them.  Let  us  think  of  the  mothers  who 
will  weep  for  their  sons  who  fell  in  battle  by  the  hands  of  trait¬ 
ors.  Let  us  think  of  these  sons  and  daughters  of  sorrow,  and 
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if  we  have  sympathy  to  spare  from  our  own  sufferings,  let  the 
innocent  have  it,  but  let  justice  be  meted  out  to  the  offenders. 

If  this  be  not  done,  it  is  mockery  to  ask  God’s  blessing,  and 
useless  to  implore  his  aid  for  a  Government  which  tramples  under 
foot  his  laws.  Mercy  may  and  should  combine  with  justice  in 
making  the  penalty  as  light  as  is  consistent  with  the  wrong,  but 
it  must  be  justice  still.  The  dupes  of  these  traitors  may  be  spared, 
but  the  leaders  must  be  'punished ,  for  nothing  less  will  satisfy  the 
purpose  of  God  in  ordaining  the  existence  of  this  Government. 
I  say  again,  this  must  be  done,  or  the  Government  will  have  its 
record  written  among  those  nations  which  have  forgotten  God. 

The  Government  must  also  protect  itsfaitliful  subjects.  “  They 
must  have  praise  of  the  same.” 

The  duty  of  protecting  those  who  do  well  is  just  as  binding  on 
the  powers  that  be,  as  that  of  executing  wrath  upon  those  who 
do  evil.  In  this  case,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance.  When  this 
conflict  began,  it  was  greatly  to  be  feared  that  the  Government 
would  have  a  united  South  to  contend  with,  through  the  wicked 
misrepresentations  of  the  leaders  in  this  rebellion.  The  course 
of  many  persons  and  papers  in  the  Northern  States  was  well 
calculated  to  produce  this  result  by  their  denunciation  of  all 
Southern  people  as  traitors  to  the  Government. 

Before  the  true  state  of  feeling  in  the  Southern  States  was  fully 
known,  this  course  was  simply  imprudent  and  unkind.  Becent 
events  and  better  information  render  the  continuance  of  this 
wholesale  denunciation  absolutely  wicked,  and  it  should  be  aban¬ 
doned  at  once  and  forever.  The  strongest  loyalty  to  the  Union 
is  now  found  in  the  South,  where  it  costs  something  to  be  loyal, 
and  where  men  are  risking  their  all  in  standing  up  for  the  Con¬ 
stitution  and  laws.  Respect  for  the  feelings  of  men  born  in  the 
South  who  are  now  engaged  in  supporting  the  Government, 
should  prevent  all  such  wholesale  denunciation.  How  must  Gen. 
Scott — that  honored  old  veteran — who  is  a  Virginian,  feel  when 
he  reads  and  hears  from  a  thousand  different  sources,  that  all 
Southern  men  are  traitors.  We  forget  that  the  hero  of  this  war, 
Major  Anderson,  is  a  Kentuckian,  and  has  covered  himself  with 
glory  and  honor  by  his  devotion  to  the  Union.  u  Honor  to  whom 
honor  is  due,  ”  is  a  Divine  command,  and  the  Government,  with 
all  loyal  people,  should  unite  in  praising  and  in  protecting  those 
who  have  done  so  well. 
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A  late  editorial  in  “The  Methodist”  is  so  appropriate  to  this 
point,  that  I  adopt  the  following  language  from  it : 

“It  is  only  too  much  the  fashion  to  speak  of  “North  and  South”  as  if  they 
perfectly  divided  the  country  between  loyalty  and  rebellion.  The  real  state 
of  the  case  is  far  otherwise,  and  the  language  of  the  press  and  rostrum  should 
conform  to  the  facts.  Men  of  Southern  birth  living  in  the  free  States,  who 
cannot  annul  the  fact  that  they  were  born  in  a  slave  State,  and  would  not  if 
they  could,  are  but  little  flattered,  at  public  meetings,  to  find  the  whole  dis¬ 
course  of  the  orators  turning  upon  an  invidious  comparison  between  the  North 
and  the  South.  It  is  not  a  little  wounding  to  their  pride  to  be  even  eloquently 
assured  that  they  sprang  from  a  race  of  poltroons  and  ignoramuses. 

“  Is  this  the  way  to  talk  and  write  while  we  claim  that  the  country  is  one 
and  indivisible;  while  Maryland  is  electing  a  complete  Union  delegation  to 
Congress ;  while  Missouri  and  Kentucky  are  full  of  true  patriots,  and  only 
hesitate  because  Jackson  and  Magoffin,  their  misgovernors,  are  traitorous ; 
while  East  Tennessee  is  loyal  by  a  majority  of  ten  thousand,  and  while  West¬ 
ern  Virginia  is  not  only  in  arms  against  secession,  but  is  establishing  a  provi¬ 
sional  State  government,  and  degrading  from  office  and  power  the  rebels  east 
of  the  mountains?  No!  there  is  no  such  division  as  North  and  South  in  this 
war  ;  it  is  Union  and  disunion,  loyalty  and  rebellion.  The  dividing  line  does 
not  run  between  free  and  slave  States,  but  wildly,  and  in  some  places  yet  in¬ 
visibly,  all  over  the  country.  And  as  the  army  moves  forward,  liberating 
the  imprisoned  sentiment  and  bringing  back  utterance  to  gagged  patriotism, 
the  true  line  will  become  more  and  more  distinct. 

“  The  loyal  men  of  the  South  are  the  noblest  of  our  patriots.  "With  them  ad¬ 
herence  to  the  Union  is  no  mere  holiday  parade,  which  demonstrates  itself  at 
the  expense  of  a  flag,  and  reaches  its  jolly  culmination  in  a  patriotic  song.  In 
an  atmosphere  hot  with  secession  hate,  they  dare  speak  and  act  for  the  Union. 
Against  the  prejudices  of  education,  against  the  current  of  their  own  blood, 
against  a  false  theory  of  the  Constitution,  sugared  with  pleas  for  State  rights, 
against  the  influence  of  the  great  and  the  power  of  the  many,  they  dare  stand 
firm  for  American  nationality.  We  honor  old  Parson  Brownlow  now  more 
than  ever  ;  he  is  the  leader  of  the  hardy  mountaineers  of  East-Tennessee  ;  he 
stands  firmly  and  defiantly  at  the  head  of  his  mountain  legions. 

“  It  won’t  do,  then,  so  to  draw  our  lines  in  the  present  struggle  as  to  leave 
out  of  our  political  communion  Brownlow,  or  Etheridge,  or  Nelson.  If  Ten¬ 
nessee  is  not  in  the  Union,  the  Union  is  at  least  in  Tennessee,  and  is  likely  to 
stay  there. 

“  What  has  been  said  of  Tennessee  may  be  said  with  equal  or  even  greater 
truth  of  Kentucky.  Notwithstanding  all  the  unmeaning  talk  about  neutrality, 
the  Union  is  there.  Prentice  represents  a  Union  constituency  whose  name  is 
legion.  And  Crittenden,  and  Guthrie,  and  Thomas  Clay,  though  slow  to  act, 
have  spoken  boldly  and  well. 

“But  the  noblest  devotion  to  the  Union  to  be  found  in  any  Southern  State, 
is  now  developing  itself  in  Western  Virginia.  Precisely  in  proportion  to  the 
madness  of  Eastern  Virginia,  has  been  the  patriotic  courage  of  the  Western 
portion  of  the  State.  If  the  East  received  Davis  and  staked  its  all  upon  the 
issue,  the  West  has  accepted  Union  troops  from  Ohio,  and  resolved,  both  by 
the  sword  and  the  forms  of  law,  to  wrest  authority  from  the  seceders  at  Rich- 
rnond.  If  Virginia  has  been  disgraced  by  Wise,  and  Floyd,  and  Mason,  and 
Pryor,  she  has  been  honored  and  almost  redeemed  by  the  men  of  the  Wheeling 
Convention.” 

"Who  is  a  better  patriot  than  Andrew  Johnson,  of  Tennessee, 
who  said,  a  few  days  ago,  on  his  way  to  Congress : 

“  I  know  that  rewards  have  been  offered  for  my  head,  and  that  it  is  even 
said  that  warrants  have  been  issued  for  Etheridge,  myself,  and  other  Union 
men.  But,  my  friends,  I  am  no  fugitive,  much  less  am  I  a  fugitive  from  jus¬ 
tice.  I  am  not  flying  from  my  home.  I  am  on  my  way  to  execute  a  holy  mis¬ 
sion.  I  am  willing  to  place  every  particle  of  property  I  possess  at  the  disposal 
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of  the  government,  if  she  needs  it,  in  this  strife,  and  if  this  is  not  enough,  I 
am  willing  to  pour  out  my  life-blood  a  libation  on  the  altar  of  my  country. 
If  I  fall  in  this  strife,  all  I  ask  is,  that  my  corpse  shall  be  carried  to  my  home 
in  Tennessee,  wrapped  in  the  Stars  and  Stripes,  and  that  I  shall  be  buried 
among  her  mountains.  And  if  the  Union  should  fall  with  me,  all  that  I  ask 
is,  that,  wrapped  in  the  flag  which  is  her  emblem,  I  shall  be  buried  in  the  same 
common  grave.  1  ask  no  greater  glory.” 

Let  all,  therefore,  cease  talking  about  the  North  and  the  South 
as  separate  divisions  of  the  country,  and  unite  in  honoring  and 
protecting  those,  no  matter  where  they  live,  who  stand  up  for  the 
Union,  the  Constitution,  and  the  Laws.  May  the  Almighty  bless 
these  faithful  men,  and  grant  them  a  speedy  relief  from  all  their 
sufferings. 

My  work  is  now  nearly  done.  I  have  shown  from  the  Scripture 
that  Civil  Government  is  the  institution  of  God  for  the  protection 
of  good  men  and  the  punishment  of  evil  doers, — that  obedience 
to  “  the  powers  that  be  ”  is  a  duty  to  God, — that  this  rebellion 
is  a  fearful  crime, — that  Government  violates  the  Divine  law  when 
it  neglects  to  punish  the  guilty,  and,  therefore,  it  is  the  duty  of 
all  good  citizens  to  aid  the  Government  in  putting  down  this  re¬ 
bellion,  and  in  restoring  the  Union  to  that  perfection  in  which  it 
has  been  handed  down  to  us  by  the  Heaven-directed  fathers  of 
the  American  Revolution. 

In  doing  this,  I  have  avoided  the  discussion  of  all  side  issues, 
about  which  men  may  honestly  differ,  because  they  were  not  ne¬ 
cessary  to  the  proper  understanding  of  the  subject.  I  have  in¬ 
troduced  no  party  politics,  because  the  pulpit  is  not  the  place  to 
discuss  such  questions.  I  have  confined  myself  to  the  explana¬ 
tion  and  application  of  the  principles  of  the  Divine  Law,  because 
of  that  I  am  a  duly  authorized  teacher.  If  I  have  been  severe 
upon  traitors  and  their  treason,  it  is  because  I  am  authorized  by 
the  law  of  God  to  follow  the  example  of  Christ,  who  said  to  a 
much  less  guilty  class  of  men,  “  Ye  generation  of  vipers,  how 
shall  ye  escape  the  damnation  of  hell?  ” 

And  now,  in  conclusion,  I  exhort  all  good  men  to  nail  the  Star 
Spangled  Banner  of  the  nation  just  below  that  banner  on  which 
shines  the  Star  of  Bethlehem,  and  on  their  knees  before  God — 
with  a  full  purpose  of  heart  to  live  and  die  true  to  the  Union, 
the  Constitution,  and  the  Laws, — let  them  say, 

“  The  Flag  of  our  Union,  0  long  may  it  wave, 

O’er  the  land  of  the  free,  and  the  home  of  the  brave !  ” 


